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Reata Subdivision – Privately installed landscape buffer and fencing 

 

 

Reata Subdivision – Privately installed landscape buffer, fencing and subdivision sign 
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Stonebrook Subdivision – Privately installed landscape buffer, fencing and subdivision sign 

 

 

Stonebrook Subdivision – Privately installed landscape buffer and fencing 
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The Cisterna Villas private landscape buffer includes fencing in select areas adjacent to the street right of way 
but does not provide continuous fencing similar to Reata and Stonebrook.  It is our understanding that the 
fencing was installed by the builders of the houses.  The private landscape buffer for both the Reata and 
Stonebrook subdivisions include much denser vegetation and a privacy fence was installed behind the 
landscaping along their entire street frontage adjacent to the houses.  It should be noted that none of the 
privacy fencing along these subdivisions (or any other subdivisions across the city areas that I am aware of) is 
designed to stop vehicular traffic. 

In 2008 a Temporary Revocable License (TRL) was submitted as part of the Cisterna Villas subdivision and 
approved by the Board of Directors.  The TRL allowed for the placement of a private gateway entry feature 
(Signage, Wall and Landscaping) within the public right of way.  The TRL plan submitted contained two 
separate curbed islands.   The island which included the sign was shown to be in direct conflict with the future 
southbound lanes along Massard Road.  The TRL also noted that the subdivision shall remove the gateway 
features from the public right of way at their sole cost and expense when requested by the City. 

During the design of the project, the President of the Cisterna Villas subdivision was contacted regarding the 
island/signage that was in conflict with the new southbound travel lanes.  In lieu of having the subdivision 
remove the island/sign, we offered to remove and salvage the sign for them.  We were later contacted by the 
President of the Cisterna Villas subdivision and he requested that we remove and dispose of the sign for them.  
A photo of the sign that was removed as part of the project is shown below.  It should be noted that the larger 
gateway entry island with the fountain shown in the background was unaffected by the street work and still 
remains.  

 

 

Cisterna Villas Subdivision – Privately installed entry sign under approved Temporary Revocable License  
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On August 18, 2020, our Construction Manager and I met onsite with a couple of the property owners that 
reside on Rome Way.  During the meeting it was mentioned that the majority of the trees immediately 
adjacent to their property had been previously removed when the overhead electric line was installed many 
years ago, long before any work on the current Massard Road project started.  It was noted that no trees on 
the Cisterna Villa’s property were removed.  It was also noted that a significant amount of trees within the 
median were not removed and still remained.  I explained that one of the primary purposes of the private 
landscape easements was to buffer the subdivision from the road and that other neighboring subdivisions 
(Reata and Stonebrook) had installed significantly denser landscaping including a continuous privacy fence.  I 
explained that the street right of way contained several overhead and underground utilities and with the 
multiuse path there was no room to install landscaping. 

Information provided to the Mayor and Board of the Directors at the Town Hall meeting stated that “The 
houses themselves are now between 55 and 72 feet from the road”.  While this distance is true when 
measured perpendicular to the road, it is not uncommon.  In the Reata subdivision there are actually two 
houses that are 52 and 56 feet from the road.  The Woods subdivision, just north of Reata, has a house that is 
also 52 feet from the road.  Across the city there are numerous residential properties along major arterial 
streets that are much closer than 55 feet to the road.  This includes houses along Kelley Highway, Grand 
Avenue, Jenny Lind Road, Old Greenwood Road and Phoenix Avenue to name a few. 

While accidents can and do happen, there have been no reported accidents along this section of Massard 
Road for the last three years (standard period for tracking accidents) where a vehicle has left the roadway and 
crashed through the fencing into the house or yard.  To put things into perspective, the daily traffic on this 
section of Massard Road is approximately 9,000 vehicles per day or 3.3 million vehicles per year.  Over the 
three year period, this would equate to about 10 million vehicles that have traveled this section of Massard 
Road.  
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